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Was Jesus buried in a tomb that was later found empty?

Al Response

Most historians agree that Jesus was crucified and buried, but whether his burial tomb was later
found empty is more debated.

The earliest Christian sources, especially Paul’'s letters and the four Gospels, affirm that Jesus
was buried and subsequently raised. The Gospel of Mark, generally considered the earliest
Gospel, explicitly tells of women finding Jesus’ tomb empty. Matthew, Luke, and John also report
an empty tomb.

Historically, scholars tend to divide roughly like this:

« Jesus’ burial: widely accepted as historically probable, though there is debate about exactly
how and where he was buried.

- The empty tomb: accepted as historically plausible or probable by many scholars, including
some who are not committed Christians, but it is not a universal scholarly consensus.

 What explains the empty tomb: this moves beyond what historical method alone can
establish. Christians understand it as evidence of Jesus’ bodily resurrection; alternative
explanations include relocation of the body, legendary development, or other possibilities.

One reason the empty-tomb tradition is often taken seriously is that the Gospels identify women
as the first witnesses, which some historians consider an unlikely detail to invent in that
cultural setting. On the other hand, Paul’s earliest resurrection discussion in 1 Corinthians 15
does not explicitly mention an empty tomb, which makes some scholars more cautious.

So the careful historical answer is: Jesus was very likely buried; there is substantial early
evidence that his followers believed his tomb was found empty, but historians
disagree over whether the empty tomb itself can be established as a historical fact.



